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) (From the Western Examiner, Vol. 1.) 
An Essay on THE TruTu or F'atsrry oF THE 


CurisTIAN RELIGION, 


It is an axiom which can never be disputed | 
that no man believes any thing, unless he either 
has, or supposes himself tohuve, sufficient evi- 
dence of itstruth, Prejudice and passion often | 
add weight to the arguments presented to his| 
mind-—and he often decides and believes with lit- 
tle proof to influence him—but he always suppo- 
ses himself to have sufficient and abundent evi- 
dence. From this single axiom follows irresis- 
tibly the conclusion, that to every man belongs 
the right of investigation—and, as the multi- 
tude are easily led to believe what they are} 
taught by prejudice and education, that it is 
likewise the duty of every man to examine and 
scrutenize the evidence of every system or| 
creed placed befere them, and if he find it 
wanting, to expose its fallacy to the world,- 

It may be said asit has already been said a 
thousand times, that in examining the chris- 
tian religion, reason has no part to act, ‘That 
the-evidence proving it to be true is higher 
than reason, and from inspiration, This we 
do utterly deny, Allowing that a religion had 
been taught hy inspiration—we can only say, 
that the men to whom it was thus immediate- 
ly revealed from God, needed no other evidence. 
They were of course justified in believing it, 
because they had the highest possible proof of 
its truth. Allowing that God had = actually 
written the Koran for Mahomet-—then Ma- 
homet needed no better evidence, But the 
moment he produced his book to the world, it 
behooved that world to examine and see what 
evidence there was of his having been mspired, 
The question was one of mere evidence, Did 
Mahomet lie or not?—-and he was judged by the 
common and ordinary rules of evidence—and 
the only difference tous of this late day is, that 
now we need tnore evidence than the immedi- 
ate hearers of Mahomet, 

Let me ask any one of my readers why he 
believes the bible? Will he say, “on faith?” 
—I ask what is faith but belief? Perbaps you 
believe because your ancestors have done so. 
Very well, Youthought then that the belief 
of your fathers was sufficient evidence for you. 


bound to receive any other. Remember, that 
if it be so, the disciple of Mahomet or of Zurdusht 
has the same reason for believing his reli- 
gion, that you have for believing yours. Take 
a familiar example, Take the faith of the 
Mormons, Why not believe that? You scruti- 
nize the evidence, and it is wanting. Look a- 
round then, and think, Have you not more 
reason for believing that faith—have you not 
more evidence, than you have of the Christian 
Religion? Is not the testimony-of twelve men, 
who say they are inspired, better than any tes- 
timony produced in favour of the Gospels? While 
then you disbelieve this doctrine, do not blame 
me for examining the Christian creed and its 
evidence. 

In order to place myself upon fair ground, I 
shall go back at once to the age of Jerome, I 
shall umagine a Jewish Rabin, conversing with 
Jerome, and giving his reasons for not embga- 
cing the Christian Religion. I shall thus, 
throwing away all extraneous matter and irre- 
levant testimony, come at once to the fountain 
head, I shall attempt to treat the subject fairly 
and candidly, and shall well weigh every word 
that I utter, | 


“You urge me,” he would say “to receive as 
the inspiration of our holy God—and the per- 
fection of our holy covenant-—these four books, 
written,as yousay, by the men whose names 
they bear. I wish to give you my reasons in 
full, for not receiving them, and at once to put 
an end to further solicitation on your part. And 
I warn you, that if in discussing this matter, I 
shall find one single perversion of our holy writ 
—one wilfully misapplied quotation of our. ho- 
ly prophets, I shall feel myself bound to rejeet 
the whole book, -Truth needs not the aid of 
Falsehood and perversion to help it onward 
in its straightforward course, 


“In the first place, then, I wish tosay, that 
it will make nodifference to me whether these 
books, as well as the others which you have offer 
ed me, were written by the men whose names 
they bear, or not, That is a matter of no impor- 
tance. It adds not one tittle to their credibil- 
ity or to) thé weight of evidence. No man 
doubts that Migos really formed a code of laws 
for the Island of Crete—that Numa gave laws to 





Here then at once is an admission of evidence 


the Romans-—-but after allowing this, we areas 


in the case, and you are now bound to hear all) far as ever from allowing that those laws were 


theevidence. If you are bound to receive one 
sligion without evidence, you are equally 


| 


given to the law-makers by Jove or Egeria. No 
man disputes that Herodotus, Xenophon, Thucy- 
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Te epee 
dides, Livy and Tacitus wrote the histories 
which bear their names--and yet we do not 


ay 
“But further still, you found the whole claim 
on your Christ on his being the Messiah pro- 


hesitate to reject their idle and improbable sto-| mised by the prophets. Now although I be- 
ries. Suppose that Matthew did write the Gos-/lieve that most of the prophecies—if not all— 
pel which bears his name. Ido not mean to/applied by our people to a Messiah, were inten- 


allow that he did, because I hope to prove that 
he did not--but supposing that the book is not 
spurious—-no matter who wrote it, it is still to be 


ded to apply to Cyrus and Jeremiah, still as 
you take them all to apply to Christ, Ihave a 
right to argue with youon your own ground. I 








tried by the ordinary rules ofevidence. But of|shall prove to you that Christ hasno claim to 


this I shall speak hereafter. 


be considered our Messiah, by saying: 





“You tell me—and upon this you found your; “First, that our Messiah was to be a tempo- 
whole claim—that your religion is a supplement/ral King. Of this, thereneeds no other proof 


to, and the perfection of, ours, This. is the 
ground of your faith. You know that if ours 
is false, yours is so too—whereas ours may be 
true, without in the least affecting or profiting 
yours, With regard to this, there is one plain 
argument. It is this: If our religion is true, it 
is the work of God, and none other can be true. 
Like him, it is perfect~--and yours, claiming to 
bedifierent from, and better than, ours, falls of 
its own weight. Ifoursis false, yours has it 
for a foundation, and is likewise false. There 
is yetanother consideration. You urge me to 
léave my religion, which you acknowledge came 
from God, and toaccept it lieu of it yours, which 
professes to be better than it. AlJowing that 
the case is so. There is one religion given by 
God. He has alteredit, and you wish me to 
adopt its substitute. Now, how amI to know 
that he will not, some time improve yours—so 
that it will be, as you say ours is, umperfect? If 
God can alter once, he can twice, and 1 have 
no certainty, if | accept your creed, of its re- 
maining the true religion long. I believe God 
to be unchafigeable, and therefore [ shall, as long 
as there is any doubt in the matter, cling to my 








than to refer you to the prophecies, and to say 
that there is no fact better attested, than that 
all our nation so understood the prophecies, and 
are even now looking for such a Messiah. This 
you will not pretend to dispute. Your Christ 
then, does not answer the discription, and can- 
not be our Messiah. , 


“Secondly, Our Messiah was to be of the 
seed of David. This was to be an absolute re- 
quisite—and this Matthew, or whoever wrote 
the book which bears his name, well knew. 
He therefore made a genealogy, deducing Christ 
from David, thro’ Solomon, and the Royal line 
of Judah. Thiswasanunlucky move. It was 
well known who were the Royal line, and the 
fraud was easily detected. Luke who wrote 
after him, finding this to be the case, but still 
knowing it to be absolutely necessary that he 
should deduce Christ from David, made a new 
genealogy, bringing him from David not thro’ 
Solomon, but thro? Nathan. Here then is a 
contradiction—one which cannot be explained 
—and I am surprised that you should attempt 
gravely to make me believe a book which con- 
tains an unblushing falsehood. I tell you, this 








old faith, which you confess is from God, and 
not adopt yours, which depends upon doubtful 
evidence, and is clad in dim uncertainty. 

“You say that the Old Testament, as you 
eall it, was atype of the New. You say there 











one thingis enough to condemn it. There is 
a possitive lie somewhere. But this is not all. 
In their love for the marvellous, they made Jo- 
seph descend from David—and in the same 
breath denied that he had any communion with 




















is a figurative sense of the prophets—of which 
you show me proof—and which Ideny. First, 
you take a prophecy and attach to it a figura- 
tive sense, sothat it appliesto your Christ— 


Mary, till Christ was born. Now, how can 
the genealogy of Josephaffect a man who was 
not his son? Josephdid not beget Christ—what 
then is Joseph’s genealogy to him? It must have 


and so you prove him the Messiah—and then/peen extremely unpleasant to the authors of 
die. reg rare or" say - he is the} your books to have found, after inventing the 
eer rear erene om Ganee een: Se genealogies, that they did them no good. 


apply tohim and must have a figurative sense. 


“But I have yet more on this subject. There 


This is what I should call reasoning in a circle. is a discrepancy in the number of generations 


If there is a figurative sense to the prophecies, 
it must be, that God intended to deceive the 
people who received them—you ean give no 
other explanation of his conduct. It would 
certainly have been unworthy of Jehovah to 
send prophets who should talk to the people 


as stated by Matthew and Luke, which I leave 
you to count for yourself. You may say that 
Mary was of the seed of David. Not at all. 
She was ofthe seed of Aaron, for she was 
cousin to Elizabeth—that is, she was a Levite 
woman—and David was of the tribe of Judah. 





with the express view of deceiving and mis- 
Feading them. 


“There is a very singular circumstance, it 
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moment to consider. Taking the books them- 
selves for evidence, Christ performed an im- 
mensity of miracles in the presence of the Jews. 
How does it happen that he never gained any 
converts among them? Were those miracles 
performed in my presence, now, nothing could 
convince me that he who performed them was 
not more than man. Such and so many mir- 
acles would convince the world. I put it to 
you whethcr any man could see those miracles 
performed and not become a convert to the creed 
of him who performed them? But how did the 
case stand? During his life he never had (ac- 
cording to the books) more than a hundred fol- 
lowers—and at his death only one accompanied 
him, and he denied him. Now one thing is cer- 
tain. Ifhe had performed those miracles, it 
was impossible for his followers not to believe 
that he was the son of God, and so believing, 
they would have followed him to the death. Do 











strikes me, at the outset, which I will stop a|niversally prevalent, could not possibly have 


been founded in error. Like the fact of their 
own existence, they look upon itas a self-evi- 
dent truth. 

Mat. The argument, however, needs a lit- 
tle examination. I have yet to be convinced 
that the universality of a beliefis sufficient to 
prove its truth. Many phantom sciences,once 
almost universally adhered to by men of dis- 
criminating intellectas true, have long since 
been rejected. Venerable notions, however 
prevalent, must give way before the light of 
knowledge, if founded not in truth, Who ever 
doubted the Hippocratic theory of the circula- 
tionof the blood before the time of Harvey? 
Who the fixedness of our planet, (save a few 
cracked brain theorists as they were called,) 
before the genius of Gallileo burst upon the 
world? Witchcraft too—that was once co-ex- 
tensive with the belief of a God—and perhaps 
isnearly so yet. But would common consent 


you think that if I had seen those miracles, I/prove thatthe blood does not circulate through 
would not have followed my master any where?}the animal system?—that the earth is an out- 
It wasstrange that they should distrust the/streched plain, with pillars under it?=or that 
power of him who calmed the storms and‘raised| witches exist? Ipresume not. What then be 
the dead—and should be atraid to follow him to|comes of your supposed axiom? 


a court. This simple fact givesa lie to the 


Sup. Your parallels weaken the force of the 


miracles. But there is another circumstance.|argument, I must confess. But still it cannot 
There was an Egyptian who led out four thou-/be shown that the idea of a God is not natu- 
sand men intothe wilderness—andthere were/ral to man, and hence the inference of its 


Theudas and Judas of Gallilee—who both drew | truth. 


away mutitudes. And yet Christ with all his 


Mat. Suppose that the idea were natural to 


miracles, could not boast one solitary follower] men, i.e.,that from like organization, like no- 
at hisdeath. Jerome! you may be a saint,|tions had been entertained by them, would the 
but you area bad hand at inventing stories. It| difficulty already stated beless great? As well 
seems to me too, that you are strangely unrea-| might we say that the beliefof wichcraft were 
sonable. How can you expect the recital of/natural, and hence infer its truth. Men are 
his miracles to convert me, when the miracles naturally ignorant. Ignorance begets super- 


themselves failed to have that effect?” 
PROMETHEUS. 
(To be Continued.) 


stition, ora misconception of the causes of na- 
tural phenomina, and superstition, religion. Re- 


ar One 


FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 


CONVERSATION.—No. 2. 


ligion, then, may be consequent upon our natu- 
ral constitution, but is not thence proven true. 
If the ideaofa God beadhered to merely be~ 
cause it is natural, ignorance should be esteem- 


. Between « Supe naturalist and a Material-| oq for the samereason. Ignorance is the na- 
wst, on the existence or non-existence of such @|tyra! condition of the human race, yet ignor- 


thing as “God.” 


ance is constantly at war with our well-being. 


Mat. You last week promised, upon some/Jt is thus, I hold, withthe belief of all incon- 
future occasion, to enlighten me yargument,|ceivable beings, who are yet supposed to wield 
upon the subject of the existence of Deity. I/the destinies of man. 


shall be happy tohear you proceed. 


Sup. But how is it possible that man should 


Sup. AndItodo so. My first argument,/ever have entertained the idea of a God, if a 


is that of Common Consent. It is stated by those 
who have paid attention to the subject, that no 
people, whether savage or civilized, are known 


God did not originally, impress that idea upoa 
the human mind? 
Mat. I conceive that this question has been 


to exist upon the earth, among whom the belief/already answered. Men often arrive at erro- 


of a great cause of all things 


is not almost uni- 


neous conclusions from impressions common te 





versal. Theists thence infer that a belief,so u ‘all. For the same reason do they entertain the 
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erroneous notions already mentioned. Thé 
origin of the idea of a God, 1 think correctly de- 
scribed in the following lines. 1 beg leave to 
recite them: 
There was a time when man had formed no creed. 
His rude, rough thoughts hed not yet learned to clothe 
Themselves in beautiful and brilliant sounds. 
His language was a few brief, babbling words, 
Like the New Hollander’s or Hottentot’s. 
His home, the woods—his food, the simple roots, 
And the fresh earnings of the chase—his drink, 
The elemental liquid of the brook— 
Hisbed, the grass and leaves—his roof, the Heaven, 
With all its thousand kingly stars. 
Then man was happy—Could he have become 
Wise as he is—nor plunged, with blinded eyes, 
Into theerror which is joined with truth, 
Almost inseparably, still might we 
Have looked upon a happy earth—tis vain! 
It is a law of nature, which results 
From the fixed combination of her parts; 
From her se)f-given laws, and innate spirit 
That ignorance when acted on by fear, 
By terror and delight, should change itself 
To superstition and a wild belief 
In supernatural agents. 
When the Earthquake came, 
And rocked the quivering earth; and shook the 
mountains 
From their foundations into the deep sea, 
With boundless ruin—when the caverns gaped 
And closed again, swallowing grey forests up—— 
And the wild avalanche came leaping down 
From his cold throne like a destroying king-- 
Then, as twas far beyond their simple ken, 
They bowed before the unknown Earthquake-power, 
And made a God, and trembled with the faith.— 
When the strong whirlwinds rent the rocksaway, 
And dashed the tall trees, splintered to the ground, 
And waked the sea to fury—-then they saw, 
With superstition’s eye, the Wind-God pass. 
So simple fear and ignorance did create 
The first religion—-all the elements, 
That beat upon man’s unprotected head, 
Swayed by a power that he could not control; 
He looked upon as Gods. 
Thus, doubtless, originated the idea of a God,| 
or the Gods=--first simple, andj intended merely: 
to express man’s ignorance of the causes of na- 
tural phenomina, but eventually rendered com- 
plex by the speculations and raft of a small 
portion of the human race, bent upon acquiring 
an ascendency over the minds and persons of 


‘their fellows, by arrogating to themselves all 


knowledge of Deity, and making themselves 
the only media between earth and heaven. 


|\But | beg pardon for engrossing so much, of this 
conversation. Iamhere to be instructed, and 
‘not to instruct. 


Sup. [cannot grant the premises you assume, 
but must admit their plausibility. However, 
there are strong points in the argument of com- 
mon consent; not yettouched upon. ‘Those de- 
lusions of the human mind that you have men- 
tioned, tho’ so long adhered to;have been given 
up, when conviction came, without a struggle 
----without a regret: Not so with the idea of a 
God. The mind clings to it—fondiy cherishes 
it, even when scepticism assails with its keen- 
est weapons: Who that would not choose that 
a God should exist---a kind father that we may 
look up to in the hour of affliction---a friend when 
all other friends fail—-a sure protector and guar- 
dian through this vale of sorrows, and a hospita- 
ble provider in a future world? Surely God him- 
self has established this connection between 
the human andthe divine nature, by impres- 
sing indelibly the conviction of his existence up- 
on the mind of man. 

Mat. Wereit common to all to wish for 
the existence of a God, no valid argument would 
thence arise. There are few men who do 
not aspire to wealthand distinction—but what 
a trifling moity of them aré gratified! It has 
yet to be shown, that the “longing after immor- 
tality,” and the longing after worldly gain, 
spring not from like sources. You remark that 
ordinary delusions are given up without re- 
gret. ‘This; however, is seldom the case. E- 
ven when demonstration explodes the fallacy, 
it is often as affectionately adhered to, as is the 
beliefof a God. When Harvey made known his 
discovery of the circulation ofthe blood, it is 
stated that not one physician over 40 years of 
age, throughout Europe, subscribed tohis theo- 
ry. Gallileo’s theories, too, were’ denounced, 
even by astronomers: Delusions are ever dear 
in proportion as they are indefensible. But 
you speak of the connection between the divine 
andthe human nature. I do not exactly un- 
derstand what you mean by the divine nature. 
Will you please explain? 

Sup. Imean by the divine nature, an em- 
anation from God—a manifestation of ‘himself 
to his creatures. 

Mat. How do you suppose that God, a pure 
spirit as you assume him to be, can manifest 
himself to man, whose ideas are alone derived 
from matter? 

Sup. This question involvesa point in the 
discussion, which will require a little reflection 
to explain. I will see you again next week; 
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FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. | Like myself he is awaiting his trial. The Oler- 
Frank's Posthumous Lerrers. gy too, are entitled to some consideration for 
‘Gentlemen Editors of the Western Exam-|the facilities they have afforded to aspirants for 
sataaie martyrdom. The members of the various “Soci- 
In your paper of last week, you seem to doubt '€ties of Jesus,” “Societies of the Sun,” &c. have 
the genuineness of a certain letter, purporting done much. Would you believe it, they not un 
tohave been written by Benjamin Franklin, frequently rest their entire claim to rewards in 
and addressed to the infidel Tom Paine, upon this world, upon the service they have thus ren- 
the subject of the publication of the “Age of dered alike to the people and to their rulers? 
Reason.” I think, gentlemen, that you are too | They have wielded a vast influence inthe af- 
sceptical about this matter. I possess certain | fair S of the revolution, and, until its period, must 
authentic documents that lead me to infer so,|continue to do so, Not only are they leagued 
These are three letters, in the hand writing of /with those in high places who would kindly as- 
Benjamin Franklin himself, bearing date so late | sist the cannille to their future abodes, but they 
as 1794, and consequently, being strictly post-) mingle with the assassin crowd for the further- 
humous. Facts are stubborn things—let the | ance of the same object. The stiletto and the 
froward spirit of sadducism, so characteristic of cross are without difficulty worn beneath the 
the age, doubt and cavil asitmay. I care not Same robe. ‘The dark Rhone, and the tower at 
for the infidel’s scoff, so that [ amheard. I shal] | Tarascon, have witnessed much. May you nev- 
forward copies of the originals with this letter, eT need their friendly assistance. 
and shall expect, as anact of justice, that they | So much of this epistle has been engrossed 
will be published in your paper. The letters, With remarks that suggested themselves as I 
were found some years ago, among the papers’ wrote, that I must hastily conclude, for this time, 
of Paine, but for certain good reasons were sup- without giving as I had intended, a discription 
pressed. It is high time that they had been|of the region I now inhabit. I shall take the 


given tothe world. 
Your Ob’t Ser’vt 


{COGITANS, 
LETTER No. 1. 
Friend Paine: Regions of Light. 
Vulgar era 1794. 


You will no doubt be astonished to learn 
thatl am vet awaiting my trial: the celestial 
court having been constantly occupied since my 
arrival, in trying cases sent hither by the con- 
tending factions of Europe. It isstrange with 
what avidity passports are caught up for these 
regions! It was but yesterday, as it were, that 
the massacre of the Second of September sent 
us a goodly numberof new visitants—--and then 
came the affair of Lyons, of Aix, of Tarascon 
and of Marseilles. Truly the French are a 
people fond of change. The Englishare more 
phlegmatic in this respect—less fond of variety ; 
though by the by—a secret perhaps that, by 
this time, you are too well aware of—they have 
aided not a little of late, in gratifying their 
neighbours in the indulgence ofthis propensity. 
Three fourths of those who come hither, receive 
their passports through the secret influence of 
Burkism. Uhave this fromthe late President of the 
“Revolutionary Committee, at St. Omers,” who 
has the best possible right toknow the fact, 
Kind soul! he laboured zealously in the cause 
of his master, but unfortunately fell by his own 
weapons. I think it likely that he will be re- 
warded with some office, or badge of distinc- 








tion, in this world—or perchance the one below. 


earliest opportunity again to write to you, when 
I hope to be able to give you an account of my 
now rapidly approaching trial. I send this by 
an imp who is commissioned to bring Robes- 
peirre hither. 

Your old friend and well wisher, 

B. FRANKLIN, 
To Tuomas Pare, 
(Prisoner,) Luxemzoure, Panis. 
(Letter No. 2. in ourjnext.) 


LfP~— 


TO THE FRIENDS AND PATRONS OF THB 
“SIGNS OF THE TIMES,” 

The subscriber avails himself of this medi. 
um toinform those friends and patrons that he 
has concluded to publish the “Signs of the 
Times” in St. Louis.~Ad interim, those friends 
and patrons will bearm mind that we have not 
only flesh and blood to wrestle against, but 
against principalities, against powers, against 
the clerical rulers of the religious darkness of 
this world, and spiritual wickedness m high, 
(many, very many high) places and seats of au- 
thority ; and therefore they willplease to con- 
finue their exertions to add to the list of oar sub- 
scribers , “good men and true” as republicans, 
and “Israelites*indeed, ” as christians. The for- 
mer, peradventure, may stilt be found without 
resorting, like Diogenes, to the ‘use ofa lontern 
at noon-day ; while the latter, though rara avis 
in terris, perhaps are not yet as scarce as black 
swans, or even as white prairie hens . 









































et CO At A is tigate 





182 


— 





= 





As expectation makes the blessing dear, 
we shall, no doubt, be most pre-eminently bless- 
ed in expecting a liberal share of patronage from 
the christians of St. Louis —That expectation 
we. may reasonably indulge in, as our publica- 
tion will be characterized by the surgo ut pros- 

‘sim—the utile dulei, and come forth as a frag- 
ment, (if not a pillar,) of cloud, to shade their 
almost bursting eye-balls from the concentrated 
rays of those ocean-of-fire like theological lights 
that beat, and blaze, and burn upon’ them as 
summer-—harvest sun-beamson the Kremlin. 

The various—variety, (per vox populi---and 
vox populi vox dei, we all know; as the will of 
women, in matters of religion especially, is the 
will of God!) is the spice of religion, as it is 
of life-the various and united sweets of their 
homogenous divinity must prove torture to the 
sense, and render a few drops of the water of 

Meraiaha desideratum, and the contributing 
thereof a more than ‘good Samaritan’ labour of 
love. Such drops, numerous as‘leaves that strew 
the vale of Volambrosa,’ (arid were it possible, 

ultiplied as missionary lies,) we prortiise them, 
ifthey will generously sympathise with us in our 
enciente fears and wishes, pains and pleasures, 
and duly administerto the necessities of the 
hour of our editorial parturition and peril. We 
promise to convince sundry of their clerical 
worthies that we have enough of the mens sana 
left toenable us to effecta skilful dissection of 
even such putrescent subjects as themselves, 
their representations of us as being a bedla- 
mite, to the contrary notwithstanding; as we 
romise, to surprise into a momentary sense of 
uman decency and feeling, the breathing corp- 
ses, the wire-moved puppets, the stuffed figures, 


ters! Ah! what astorm, then, of persecution 
have we to breast! Paul’s Euroclydon was an 
evening Zephyr compared to it, and his ocean- 
tempest the murmurings of a moss embedded 
brook. ‘The anticipation of getting us into their’ 
ravening maws will be, to those infidels and 
semi-infidels, pleasant as the sound of the viol to 
the tarantula bitten, orasa drop of cold water 
to the tongue of Dives;----make them feel as 
|‘happified asa certainman in Guyandotte felt 
when the Methodists, converted him ;'i.e, he feit 
he said, all over just as his leg was wont to 
feel when it wasasleep! (Quere: Do the par- 
sons make the females feel so too when they 
convert them?) With such a weight and meas- 
ure of tittilating, thrilling and extatic bliss in 
anticipation they may well afford to give pu- 
blicity to this notice from their prospective vic- 
tim. LAWRENCE GREATRAKE. 


_— 


(<-It may beone or even two months ere 
we shall be fully prepared to issue the “Signs 
of the Times.” But everyday furnishes us 
with additiona) evidence that not only is 
such a paper seriously called for in this region of 
country, but that Missouri itself will afford am- 
ple patronage for the support thereof upon its 
being made known. 


To those friends in Missouri, and Illinois, to 
whom we handed about 80 copies of our Pros- 
pectus we would say, that, not more than 6 or 
Shave been returnedtous. We presume that 
the rest, for the most part, have been sup- 
pressed by the godly , alias, christian post-mas- 
ters!—We know the worthies’ tricks for their 
rascally Lord’s sake of old. They,and thou- 
sands like them, may well quail in anticipation 








the flexible machinery, the deaf and dumb 
things constituting the materiale of their satan- 
ie synagogues called, churches. 

Asto those infidels and semi-infidels of the 
town, (alas! would, that their fathers had been 
born, or timely made eunuchs! Would that the 
reverend clergy knew who would beget infidels 
and who christians! how easy then it would be 
for them to ‘separate the precious from the vile’ 
re-to fill the world with christians, and consum- 
mate the latter-day-Glory!) whomost blasphe- 
mously dare to callin question the salvable 
virtues of the traditions, inventions and exper- 
iments of the venerable Mother and her hope- 
ful daughters,* under the grandiloquent names 
of ‘great moral, benevolent, philanthropic and 
religious institutions,’ we can expect nothing 
from them but untiring, artful, mischievous and 
cruel opposition in ‘a ratio proportioned to the 
extent and zeal of our efforts in behalf of the 


of the forth-coming of our paper, for it will prove 
to them asa sheet of lead toa gouty foot, oras a 
plaster of cantharides to a fresh wound. 


Our correspondents will please to address us 
at St. Louis until otherwise directed. 


é<¢-Those Infidels and semi-infidels, just to 
have usin their power and to use us for their a- 
musement asa Scilian tyrant was wont to use 
flies, may be disposed to give the ‘Signs of the 
Times’ their patronage. We have therefore left 
our Prospectus fora few days at the ‘Western 
Examiner Office,’ for their notice. L. G. 


LF 
(<-We to-day publish a notice of a forth- 
coming periodical, the “Signs of the the Times,” 
to be published semi-monthly, in this city, by 
Elder Lawrence Greatrake. We are entirely 
of opinion that the objects of the work are lau- 





Mother and her peerless, virgin daugh- 
*Rev. 17—5. 


dable; for however we may disagree with the 
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worthy editor about matters of faith, or no faith, It was said ofold “the foxes have holes, ro 
still we agree with him, that those who believe |the fowls of the air have nests, but the son of 
that the doctrines of the Bible have been per-|man hath not where to lay his head”—but we 
verted, havea right—nay, that it is their duty,/think the professed followers of the son of man, 
to defend them;—that those who believe that the | who are members of Trinity Church, could now 
thousand-and-one schemes of modern orthodoxy | afford him one. 

are antiscriptural, should show that they are! When will the people learn wisdom, and 
so. We are willing that the scriptures should| withhold corporate powers from churches, by 
be vindicated from the charge of sanctioning} which they amass such treasures?—Fear an- 










the abuses of religion, if they can be so vindi-| pweys—“when it is too late.” 


ca ted—and, all that can be done in such an 
undertaking, the conductor of the “Signs of the 
Times” we are satisfied, is equal to the perfor- 
mance of. Mr. Greatrake, as many of our rea- 
ders are aware, is noted alike for his stern and| 
unwavering opposition to priestcraft, and for his 
defence of what is called the doctrine of grace, 
in contradistingtion to all sorts of terms and con- 
He 


has given many years of the prime of his life, 


ditions, or offers and proffers of salvation. 


and,as we learn, many thousands of dollars to 
the promulgation of bis views, and on the score 
of sincerity, ifon no other, is entitled to, and 
should receive, respectand attention from a lib- 
eral public. We wish him much success—con- 
fident that though we find in him an opponent, it 
will be an honourable one. 

The “Signs‘of the Times” willbe published on 
a Super-Royal sheet, quarto, every other Wed- 
nesday, at the low price of $1 50 per annum—one 
half to be paid on the delivery of the first num- 
ber, and the remaining half after the 14th. num- 
ber shall have been issued. 

(<7-A subscription list may be found at this 
office. 
Dto— 
(<-With the present number of our paper, 
we commence the republication of a series 
of Essays that appeared in Vol. 1, over the sig- 
nature of “Prometheus.” Having had frequent 
application for files of the volume containing 
these Essays, and being unable to furnish them, 
we have thought that ‘the above mentioned 
course would be generally satisfactory to our 
readers. 





MISCELLANIES. 


New-Yorx. The New York Sun says, “Trin- 
ity Church, in this[city, is worth twenty million 
oO 


dollars, and that its capital is daily increas- 
ing!!” 

Very well! Twenty millions of dollars is 
not slow for one branch of God’s humble follow- 
ers tocontrol. It shows that the cause of— 
of—Religion is prospering. This sum, in round 


numbers, is as much as the appraised value of, 
all the personal property in Ohio, : 


Encianp.—A late English paper says—“The 
|Commissioners, in England for building addi- 
|tional churches, report 69 completed and 48 
‘building. The Exchequer Bills, issued for the 
purpose, amount to more than 14,000,000, 
| Very well! That shows that the cause of 
ithe Church is prospering in England, as well 
as in New York, 

Oxnto.—The Churches in Ohio are languish- 
ing, While one in New York is worth twenty 
million of dollars—and the Government of Eng- 
land gave fourteen million dollars to the church 
there; the Legislature of Ohio does scarce a- 
ny thing for the cause here.. They gave as we 
‘have shown in formernumbers, only the tri- 
fling pittance of eight hundred thousand dollars 
a year to churches, and a salary of four hun- 
dred to the State Priest!!! 


Tuer Worip.—At the rate we are going on, 
says Mr. Winslow—“according to the result ofa . 
calculation which may be relied on; it will 
take twenty thousand years to convert the 
world!” And according to a calculation, made 
ina former number of the Watchman, it will 
cost more money to pay the clergy for conver- 
ting it, than the whole world would bring into 
market, if sold at auction. ' 


Inp1ans.--The Boston Recorder and Tele-~ 
graph, an Orthodox paper, speaking of the pres- 
ent condition of the Indians, says: 

“One general remark will be found almost 
universally applicabje, viz: that jus. in propor- 
tion to the intimacy oftheir intercourse with , 
the whites, and the length of time it has conti a 
ued, they are vicious and degraded. The fp, 
dians who see the fewest whites are gene rally 
in much the best situation in acivil, inte’ ject. 
al, and moral point of view.” 


_ True, every word of it,evenifitv jp found 
in an orthodox paper. 

Now if the heathen “are v¥cious 
ded, just in proportion to the intir fe 
intercourse with the whites, and 
time it has continued,” he ,w Jon 
the whitesto cenvert tb.em? 


| 





and degra- 
cy of their 


the length of 
g will it take 





Cemm.—The number of f” sersons charged 
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with criminal] offences, in France, in 1826, was 
7571. Thenumberin England, and Wales in 
the same year was 16,147. 

The population of France, in roun 
is 31,000,000. 


d.numbers, 


mulgation of others, these bigots will not stop 
at crimes of any grade. 

Re.ieron.---The Evangelist, a religious pe- 
riodicalJ published in Hamilton county, Ohio, 


says: 





The population ef England and Wales, is 
14,000,000. The number condemned to dic in| 
England was 1200. The number condemned 
to die in France was 150. 

England is a Protestant country, noted for its 
“benevolent operations” in the clerical'schemes 
of theday. France is a Catholic country, and) 
under the government of what our protestant, 
clergymen call Antichristor Infidel. 

Why is it, if the catholic religion is so much | 
worse than the Protestant, that protestant Eng- 
land, with half the population of Infidel France, | 
hasmore than twice the amount of crimes, and 
eight times the number of public executions? 
Why donot the English “benevolent operations” 
better their people at home, instead of sending 
their Missionaries among the heathen to cor- 
ruptthem? ‘The money drawn by the clergy, 
in their projects, by creating distress among 
the people, is the cause of crime in England. 
Fourteen millions of dollars in Exchequer bills, 
paid for building churches, and three millions 
more to support their State. Clergy, (of which 
we have a sprig) and millions more begged for 
‘benevolent purposes’ and sent out of the coun- 
try to convert the heathen, while their people 
at home, the means of support being thus with- 
drawn, are compelled to commit crime to pre- 
serve life, Crime has there increased in pro- 
portion to the amount of support drawn from 
the people by the clergy,in their schemes of 

adizement. 
zr Jews,—The British “society for promo- 
ing christianity among the Jews, have thirty 
three Missionaries. The people of England 
ve been fleeced for years, by the clergy, to 
raise money to convert the Jews, but as yet 
they have not got as many converts as Mission- 

aries. 

Curistian Toteration.—George Rogers a 
‘Universalist preacher, recently gave several 
lectures in Lancaster,Pa. As the members of 
that denomination have an interest in the Ger- 
man Lutherian Church in that place, the Sex- 
ton opened it to Mr. Rogers—but as the people 
were assembling, a mob of believersin Ortho- 
poxy rushed into the room, shut the doors, and 
.. threatened vengeance on any who should enter. 
/ They attempted to strangle the Sexton with his 
_, own handkerchief, and, but fortimely aid would 
have succeeded. 

Suchare the ffnits ofsectarianism. In de- 
i fence of their Own creeds, or to prevent the pro- 





¥ 


“Whether, therefore, we look to the East, or 
to the West, religion is in the most deplorable 
condition. In the East it is false—in the West 
it is corrupted. 

But, in both the East and the West, it is pro- 
ved tobe a most obsequious, and flexible organ 
for the advancement of bad government----the 
promotion of priestly and royal aristocrats— 
and theseduction of thepeople. In the East, 
it is Bramins and Priests—in the West, it is 
Popes and Prelates—but in both it is to the peo- 
ple, ignorance, expense, oppression and immor- 


ality.” 


A candid and unexpected admission for a re- 
ligious paper.--Ohio Watchman. 


Rapid Conveyance !—We received papers by 
yesterday’s mail, three months out from Alba- 
ny, N. York! A two months passage is not at all 
unusual. At this season of the year, such de- 
lays are unaccountable. 





What next? We learn from the Methuan 
Falls Gazette, that the young men of that vil- 
lage have formed themselves into an “Ornamen- 
tal Tree Society!!” Ten to one but this is 
another Bible or Missionary Society auxilia- 


ry. 





A lecturerin Auburn County, (New York,} 
has come out against the science of Phrenology,, 
stating as his reasons that it “has beeninvented 
by the German philosophers of the infidel 
school, for the purpose of destroying the Chris- 
tian Religion."—N. Y, Sun_ 

—<r— 
(¢-WANTED IMMEDIATELY.279 


At this office, an active lad 13 or 14 years 
of age, as an apprentice to the printing business. 
One from thé country would be preferred. 


TERMS. 


Tae Western Examiner is published every Thurs- 
day on Olive, between Main and Church-streets, Saint 
Louis, at TwoDollars per annum;tn advance, or Two 
Dollars and Fifty cents, if payment be delayed three 
months beyond the time of subscribing, 

The friends of liberal principles, throughout the 
Union, are réspectfully requested to accept the agency of 
this paper, and aid us in procuring subscribers. © 


Job Printing. 


Carns, Hanpsiiis, Circuianrs, ‘Bangs, &«. prin- 
ted with neatness and dispatch, at the office of this 


paper. 
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